Use of Vascular Ports for Long-Term Apheresis in Children.
High-flow ports have been used for apheresis in adults. The purpose of this study was to demonstrate the efficacy of ports for apheresis in children and to survey satisfaction of patients and their families with their use. A retrospective review of clinical details was combined with a prospective assessment of the experience of patients and their families. Eight patients (mean age, 10.4 y; mean weight, 35 kg) had nine ports placed for long-term apheresis. All 246 treatment sessions were completed successfully. Access difficulties occurred in eight of 246 sessions (3%). Alarms occurred in 40 of 246 sessions (16%), resulting in delays in 10 of 246 sessions (4%). A survey of early experience indicated overall satisfaction with and a preference for ports for apheresis.